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INTERNATIONAL
	South America
	

	· Overborrowing and rising commodity prices contributed to a recent major debt crisis in Latin America.
	True

	· The Shining Path is a terrorist organization based in Venezuela. 
	False

	· The 1982 Falkland Islands War was fought between Argentina and Brazil.
	False

	North America
	

	· A Canadian dollar is worth more than an American dollar.
	False

	· Mexico nationalized its banking industry in the early 1980's. 
	True

	Africa
	

	· Muammar Gaddafi is the de facto dictator of Libya.
	True

	· Live Aid and USA for Africa have raised money for relief of victims of the Ugandan civil war.
	False

	Europe
	

	· The city of Berlin is split between two countries, divided by a concrete wall.
	True

	· Though communist, Yugoslavia is not a member of the Warsaw Pact.
	False

	· Earlier this year, a Soviet nuclear reactor failure released radioactive contamination over most of Europe.
	True

	· Czechoslovakia is a member of NATO.
	False

	Australia
	

	· People indigenous to Australia are commonly known as First Peoples.
	False

	Asia
	

	· North and South Korea have become allies following the end of the Korean War.
	False

	· Japan's economy is dominated by state-run industry divisions called keiretsu.
	False

	· With over one billion people, India has the largest population in the world.
	False




NATIONAL, STATE, & LOCAL
	Government
	

	· The current president of the United States is a former member of Congress.
	False

	· The Equal Rights Amendment is the 27th amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
	False

	· The minimum voting age in the United States is 21.
	False

	· George Bush is the current vice president of the United States.
	True

	The Supreme Court
	

	· The U.S. Supreme Court has never included a female justice.
	False

	· The Supreme Court has never presided over the impeachment trial of a U.S. president.
	False

	Military
	

	· Women are prohibited from serving in any combat roles in the U.S. military.
	True

	· The requirement to register for the draft was ended during the Vietnam War, but has since been reinstated.
	True

	· Ronald Reagan’s Strategic Defense Initiative is popularly known as “Battlestar”.
	False

	Popular movements
	

	· Last month’s Hands Across America event succeeded in creating an unbroken chain of people linking hands across the continental United States.
	False

	Business & the economy
	

	· The New York Stock Exchange prices stocks in increments of eighths of a dollar.
	True

	· The "Rust Belt" refers to areas in the western United States where the mining industry is struggling.
	False

	National holidays
	

	· Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, observed for the first time this year, occurs on the second Monday of January.
	False

	California
	

	· The governor of California is Jerry Brown.
	False

	· The new California Lottery helps provide funding for public education.
	True

	· California has the second-most electoral votes, after New York.
	False

	San Francisco
	

	· San Francisco's previous mayor, the late George Moscone, died in a car accident while in office.
	False
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ENTERTAINMENT
	Movies
	

	· In Top Gun, Maverick and Goose play Iceman and Slider in a sweaty, shirtless game of basketball.
	 False

	· In The Breakfast Club, Allison (Ally Sheedy’s character) goes to Saturday detention because she doesn’t have anything better to do.
	True

	· The actor playing Marty McFly in Back to the Future made his feature-film debut in a movie about a goofy all-night puzzle-solving race.
	True

	· In Rocky IV, Rocky Balboa fights the national boxing champion of China.
	False

	Television
	

	· In The Cosby Show, Bill Cosby plays doctor Cliff Huxtable.
	True

	· Cheers is a bar "where everybody knows your name".
	True

	· Family Ties' Alex P. Keaton (played by Michael J. Fox) is a young Republican.
	True

	Books
	

	· In Garrison Keillor’s Lake Wobegon Days, "all the women are strong, all the men are good looking, and all the children are above average."
	True

	· Stephen King is well-known for his horror novels.
	True

	Music
	

	· Madonna typically performs her hit single Like a Virgin in a prom dress.
	False

	· USA For Africa’s #1 hit “We Are The World” raised money for relief of the famine in Ethiopia.
	True

	· Dire Straits' Money for Nothing pleads, "I want my MTV".
	True

	· Robert Palmer sings that you "might as well face it, you're addicted to drugs".
	False

	Video games
	

	· The four ghosts in Pac-Man are named Inky, Pinky, Blinky, and Clyde.
	True

	· The creator of the four Ultima role-playing games is known as "Lord British". 
	True

	· The objective of the recently-released video game Super Mario Bros is to save Princess Toadstool.
	True

	Theater
	

	· All roles in the musical Cats are, in fact, cats.
	True

	· David Mamet’s Pulitzer Prize-winning Glengsarry Glen Ross depicts the cutthroat world of Wall Street.
	False



SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
	Computers
	

	· Steve Jobs runs the Macintosh division of Apple Computer, Inc.
	False

	· Personal computers can send information to each other through a "modem".
	True

	· "Dot matrix" printers allow printing of different fonts and graphics.
	True

	· For floppy disks, the word "floppy" refers to a flexible external casing. 
	False

	Telephones
	

	· For cell phones, "cell" refers to small electronic components inside the phone.
	False

	Health & medicine
	

	· Barney Clark was the recipient of the world's first "artificial liver".
	False

	· HIV is the cause of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome.  
	True

	· A human’s brain continues to produce new neurons throughout his/her life.
	False

	Space
	

	· Early this year, the space shuttle Columbia exploded during takeoff, killing all crewmembers.
	False

	· The Mir space station was launched earlier this year by the United States.
	False

	· Halley’s Comet is visible roughly every 76 years.
	True

	· The Voyager 1 and 2 spacecraft were manned missions to the moon.
	False

	Music technology
	

	· The Sony Walkman is a portable cassette tape player.
	True

	· Compact discs, cassette tapes, and vinyl records are all common media used for playing music.
	True

	·  "Boomboxes" typically include speakers, a radio, and cassette or CD players.
	True

	Living room technology
	

	· VHS, Betamax, and LaserDisc are common media used for recording television shows at home.
	False

	· CRT, the technology that powers a television display, stands for "cathode ray tube".
	True

	· The "H" in VHS stands for "high-fidelity".
	False

	Automotive
	

	· The maximum speed limit in the United States is 55 miles per hour. 
	True

	· DeLorean cars are known for their "gull-winged", vertically-opening doors.
	True


SPORTS
	Basketball
	

	· Kareem Abdul-Jabbar is the reigning NBA Finals MVP.
	True 

	· The Los Angeles Lakers are the reigning NBA champions.
	True 

	· Last year, the New York Knicks won the first-ever NBA draft lottery (selecting Patrick Ewing with the first pick).
	True

	Baseball
	

	· Major League Baseball, like the NFL, includes "wild card" teams in its postseason playoffs.
	False

	· Both the American League and the National League allow use of the "designated hitter".
	False

	· American League and National League teams never play each other during the regular season.
	True

	Soccer
	

	· The United States has never won the FIFA World Cup.
	True

	Football
	

	· Prior to winning the most recent Super Bowl, the Green Bay Packers recorded a pop song called "The Super Bowl Shuffle".
	False

	· The NFL’s Raiders play in Oakland, California.
	False

	· In football, a "touchdown" requires that a player touch the ball to the ground after crossing the goal line. 
	False

	Hockey
	

	· Wayne Gretzky’s nickname is "The Amazing One".
	False

	· The victory in hockey by the United States over the Soviet Union in the 1980 Olympics is known as the "Rally in the Rink".
	False

	Olympics
	

	· The Summer and Winter Olympics are held in the same calendar year.
	True

	· The Soviet Union won the most gold medals at the most recent Summer Olympics.
	False

	· Mary Lou Retton won the gold medal in women's figure skating in the most recent Winter Olympics.  
	False

	Sports fans
	

	· "The wave" occurs when fans at a sporting event wave their arms back and forth in unison. 
	False
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